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Attend State Convention 
November 4-5-6, 1954 





The INN at BUCK HILL FALLS 
is host to PLA CONVENTION 


Buck Hill Falls is located high in the Pocono Mountains and readily 
reached from all parts of the state. The breath-taking elevation of four- 
teen hundred feet, the invigorating air of the Poconos—the driest east of 
the Rockies—and Nature’s bountiful generosity in providing charming 
scenic panoramas are but a few of the many inviting features of this 
majestic mountain setting. 


The Inn at Buck Hill Falls offers many recreational facilities for your 
enjoyment. They include golf, horse back riding, shuffleboard, ping pong, 
pool and billiards, bridge, canasta and television. 


The Inn has 300 attractively furnished guest rooms and many spacious 
lounges. Single rooms are limited, and since many reservations have been 


received to date, may we suggest that you plan to share a room with a 
friend. 
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PLA Committees 1953-54 


Audio-Visual Aids 

Dr. Gilmore Warner, Lock Haven State Teachers College, Lock Haven, Chairman 
Joseph Myers, Scranton Public Library 
Nicholas Winowitch, Carnegie Free Library, McKeesport 

Auditing 
Agnes Krarup, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Chairman 
Nicholas Winowitch, Carnegie Free Library, McKeesport 
Adaline Bernstein, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 


Certification and Standards 
Richard L. Brown, Reading Public Library, Chairman 
Esther C. Strickland, Harrisburg Public Library, Secretary 
Inez Crandle, Joseph and Elizabeth Shaw Memorial Library, Clearfield 
Alice Ruf, Drexel Library School, Philadelphia 
John M. Bobb, Engineering Library, Pennsylvania State University, State College 
Conference 
Lester L. Stoffel, Easton Public Library, Chairman 
William Bryan, Scranton Public Library, Exhibits Chairman 
Joseph Myers, Scranton Public Library, Local Arrangements 
Grace Estes, Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 
Mary Barrett, King’s College, Wilkes-Barre 


Constitution 
Kenneth H. Fagerhaugh, Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, Chairman 
Eleanor V. Downs, Springfield Public Library, Springfield, Delaware County 
Helen Maul, The Pennsylvania State University, State College 


Federal Relations Coordinator 
Mrs. Herbert B. Beighley, Zelienople Public Library, Zelienople 


Friends of the Library 
Catherine J. Butler, Carnegie Library of Homestead, Munhall, Chairman 
Legislative 
Dan Healey, Harrisburg Free Library, Chairman 
Membership 
Charlot W. Fleck, Assistant Extension Librarian, Harrisburg, Chairman 
Eleanor V. Downes, Springfield Public Library, Springfield 
Mrs. G. Donald Fisher, Huntingdon County Library, Huntingdon 
Mrs. Porter Auer, Public Library, Corry 
Johann Davey, B. F. Jones Memorial Library, Aliquippa 
Mrs. Verner V. Kendall, Dormont Public Library, 2908 Glenmore Avenue, Pittsburgh, 16 
Nominating 
Laura E. Cathon, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Chairman 
Marion B. Kelley, Erie County Library, Erie 
Josephine E. Raeppel, Albright College Library, Reading 
Margaret McFate, Girard College, Philadelphia 21 
Donald Riechmann, Mercantile Library, 1021 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
PLA History 
Frances Dorrance, Dallas, Pa., Chairman 
Mrs. Helen R. Godcharles 
Evelyn Matthews 
Helen G. Betterly 
Alice R. Eaton 
Helen A. Ganser 
Edith Patterson 





Planning 
Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., Free Public Library, Lancaster, Chairman 
Walter Wright, University of Pennsylvania Library, Philadelphia 
Katharine Shorey, Martin Memorial Library, York 
Gerald M. Stevenson, Dickinson College Library, Carlisle 
Dr. Ralph Fritz, Department of Library Science, Kutztown State Teachers College 
Dr. May V. K. Valencik, Allentown Free Library 
Lester L. Stoffel, Easton Public Library 
Mrs. Jane Gray Smith, Department of Public Instruction, Harrisburg 
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Willard Potter Lewis 


Willard Potter Lewis, Librarian 
Emeritus of The Pennsylvania State 
University, died at Easton, Pennsyl- 
vania, on August 21, 1953. Mr. 
Lewis was born in Watertown, New 
York, and attended grade school 
and high school in New York City. 
He graduated from Wesleyan Uni- 
versity and took his Master’s degree 
there. He received his library train- 
ing at Albany and began his library 
career in the New York State Li- 
brary. 

He then became Librarian of the 
Albany YMCA Library and in 1915 
went to Baylor University in Waco, 
Texas. While at Baylor he also or- 
ganized a World War I camp library 
at Camp McArthur, Texas. In 1919 
he became Librarian at the Univer- 
sity of New Hampshire, where he 
stayed until he was called as Librar- 
ian at Wesleyan University in Mid- 
dletown, Connecticut, in 1929. Two 
years later he became Librarian of 
The Pennsylvania State University. 
—— in 1949 because of ill 

His tenure at Penn State was im- 
portant for the advarces made in 
the reorganization of the library and 
for the construction of a new library 
building. During his years there the 
collection grew from about 130,000 
volumes to over 300,000. He insti- 
tuted the publication of a bulletin 
called Headlight on Books at Penn 
State and a weekly series of Wednes- 
doy Readings in the librarv. He 


also promoted. fraternity libraries on 
the campus and prepared a “Fra- 
ternity Five Foot Shelf” as a basis 
for these collections. He reinstated 
the Summer Library School in co- 
operation with the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association and the Pennsyl- 
vania State Library. His effective- 
ness is to be measured not only by 
statistical gains but also by the vigor 
with which he worked for adequate 
library service for his institution. 

Mr. Lewis was very active in the 
Pennsylvania Library Association, 
having served as its President in 
1939-40. As early as 1934, as chair- 
man of the newly appointed Com- 
mittee on Standards for the Public 
Libraries of Pennsylvania, he pro- 
posed a plan for certification of li- 
brarians which resulted in the pres- 
ent PLA Certification program. He 
helped to establish the College and 
Reference Section of the PLA and 
served on various committees. He 
had previously been President of the 
New Hampshire Library Associa- 
tion. 

On the national scene Mr. Lewis 
served as Secretary-Treasurer of the 
College and Reference Section of 
the American Library Association 
from 1935 to 1938. When this sec- 
tion became the Association of Col- 
lege and Reference Libraries, he 
contined as Secretary until 1940. 
Throughout most of his professional 
career Mr. Lewis contributed articles 
to various professional journals. 





Recruiting 
Rose Bower, Williamsport High School Library, Williamsport, Chairman 
Dorothy Scanlon, South Scranton Junior High School Library, Scranton 
Mary E. HArvey, Pottsville Free Public Library, Pottsville 


Alice K. Scrivner, Hollidaysburg 


Scholarship 


Herbert B. Anstaett, Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, Chairman 
Elizabeth Nesbitt, Carnegie Library School, Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh 
Janette Woolsey, Martin Memorial Library, York 
Parker Worley, Thiel College Library, Greenville 
PLA Representative on the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania 


Association for Adult Education 
Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., Lancaster Free Public Library, Lancaster 








- Latest News on the Recruiting Front 
Do you know any seniors graduating from high scnool who are think- 
ing of becoming librarians? 
1. Where can they go for training in Pennsylvania? 
Ans. Six schools offer specific training. 

*A. CARNEGIE LIBRARY SCHOOL, DREXEL INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY, and MARY WOOD COLLEGE, after 
graduation from a four-year college. At MARYWOOD stu- 
dents may begin their courses in the third year of college also. 

B. CLARION, KUTZTOWN, and MILLERSVILLE TEACH- 
ERS COLLEGES, if they are high school graduates. 
2. Is there any financial help available while they are getting their 
training? 
Ans. Yes. 
A. CARNEGIE LIBRARY SCHOOL 

1. Six scholarships carrying tuition ($400.00) only. 

2. 12-hours of library work per week with the rate of pay 
varying from $.75 to $1.00 an hour for one-year library 
students. 

B. DREXEL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

l. Three Drexel full-tuition scholarships. 

2. A trainee program of full-time library work for three 
years, in connection with both the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia and the Drexel Institute Library. 

C. MARYWOOD COLLEGE 

1. Two annual scholarships amounting to $400.00 each. 

2. Every third year a partial scholarship averaging $200.00 
to $400.00. 

3. Service scholarships netting $100.00 to $200.00 annually 
with study spread over a two-year program. Application 
should be made to Director of the library school. 

D. CLARION TEACHERS COLLEGE 

1. No special library school scholarships, but state and 
county scholarships are available. 

2. Work on the campus, especially if the student can type, 
averaging between $5.00 and $15.00 per week. 

E. KUTZTOWN TEACHERS COLLEGE 

1. No scholarships. 

2. Work in the college. 

F. MILLERSVILLE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

1. Several $100.00 scholarships are granted each year to en- 
tering students. Candidates should address Director of 
Admissions before May 1. 

2. Employment in the school at $.60 per hour. 

3. Do they have an opportunity for obtaining a position upon gradu- 
ation? 
Ans. Indeed they do. The chances are excellent. There are 
many more positions available than there are people trained. 
*Accredited by the ALA Board of Education for Librarianship. 

















Recruiting Committee Summarizes Work for 1954 


The results of our questionnaire to the 
six schools in Pennsylvania which gave 
library training are incorporated in the ar- 
ticle “Latest News on the Recruiting Front,” 
which appears in this issue. We realize it 
adds little to the information already in- 
corporated in the excellent leaflet “Careers 
in Libraries” worked out by the Recruiting 
Committee of 1952. However, it is a sum- 
mary of the scholarship and employment 
possibilities in the library field this year. 


Our plan is to add this in printed form 
to the “Careers in Libraries,” 1952, and 
send both in quantity to the nine district 
distributing chairmen in the state to be 
mailed to high school librarians and guid- 
ance counselors in time for the coming 
spring and fall career days and _ library 
meetings. So far the following six districts 
have appointed the following chairmen: 


Four County District 
Mrs. Elizabeth D. White, Librarian, Mars 
Public Library, Mars 


Juniata-Conemaugh Mistrict 
Miss Patricia Carr, Tyrone High School, 
Tyrone 
Northeastern District 
Miss Marianne McTighe, University of 
Scranton, Scranton 
Northwestern District 
Miss Doris Smith, Warren High School, 
Warren 
South Central District 
Mr. Ernest E. Doerschuk, Lancaster Pub- 
lic Library, Lancaster 
Southwestern District 
Miss Helen M. Lutton, South Hills High 
School, Ruth Street, Philadelphia 
Rose Bower, Chairman 
Williamsport High School Library 
Mary Harvey 
Pottsville Free Public Library 
Dorothy Scanlon 
South Scranton Junior High School 
Library 
Alice Scrivner 


Hollidaysburg High School Library 


Penn State Library School Workshop 


Penn State will offer the six credit 
course Lib. Sci. 407 (Special Prob- 
lems in School Library Service) 
again during the main summer ses- 
sion, June 28-August 27, 1954. Pre- 
requisites are school library experi- 
ence and twenty-four cr more 
credits in library science. Margaret 
McFate of Girard College will be 
the instructor. The course is in- 
tended to supplement the regular 
library science curriculum at the 
teachers colleges and the school li- 


brary curriculum of other library 
schools and affords an opportunity 
for school librarians to work to- 
gether on common problems. This 
course may be taken by those who 
have already had thirty credits in 
library science but who need six 
additional credits for permanent 
certification. It has been approved 
for this purpose by the Teacher 
Education and Certification Bureau 
of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Public Instruction. 





A. The average beginning salary is: 

1. For graduates of an accredited library school—$3,000.00 
to $4,180.00. Average is $3,500.00. 

2. For graduates of a teachers’ college — $2,800.00 to 
$3,200.00. Average is $3,000.00. 

B. The average number of working hours is between 30 and 40, 
with a month’s vacation in college, public, and special li- 
braries and three months in the school library field. Most 
positions have excellent retirement plans. 


RECRUITING COMMITTEE 


Pennsylvania Library Association 


195 
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Pennsylvania Library 
Association 


Please assist the PLA Nominating 
Committee select the slate of officers 
for your association. Nominations 
for the following cfficers to ke 
present: Vice-President and Presi- 
dent Elect; Secretary; and Treasurer. 


ora 
aie 


Suggestions may be sent to any 
member of the Committee: Jose- 
phine Raeppel, Albright College, 
Reading, College and Reference Sec- 
tion; Donald Riechmann, Mercan- 
tile Library, 1021 Chestnut St., Phil- 
adelphia 7, Public Library Sec- 
tion; Margaret McFate, Elementary 
School, Girard College, Philadel- 
phia 21, Children’s, Your.g People’s 
and School Libraries Section; Marie 
Kelley, Behrand Center, Pennsyl- 
vania State University, Erie, Coun- 
ty Library Section; Laura E. Cathon 
Boys and Girls Division, Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh, Chairman. 


Suggestions should reach the com- 
mittee by May 20. 
American Library Association 
Recommend candidates for the 
1955 ALA elections! The Nomi- 
nating Committee solicits your co- 
operation to obtain a group of nomi- 
nees who are widely representative 
of the membership—their multiple 


Nominations for State and National Associations 


interests and their geographic distri- 
bution. Please suggest names of 
qualified individuals who have 
made contributions in their library 
experience ard have shown leader- 
ship in their professional activities. 

The elective ALA offices are: first 
vice-president (president-elect), sec- 
ond vice-president, two members of 
the Executive Board (four - year 
terms), six members of the Council 
(fcur-year terms). Two candidates 
for cach oftice will be nominated, a 
total of twenty persons. Only ALA 
members may serve. 

You are cordially invited to re- 
spond. It is your responsibility to 
insure democratic choice of your 
representatives. 

Please send your ‘suggestions on or 
before May 15, preferably to the 
chairman; however, they will be 
welcomed by any member of the 
committee. Lewis C. Branscomb, 
chairman, Ohio State University Li- 
braries, Columbus, Ohio; Virginia 
Chase, Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; Laura C. Colvin, Sim- 
mons College, Boston, Massachu- 
setts; Harold L. Hamill, Los Angeles 
Public Library, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia; Stanley L. West, University 
of Florida Libraries, .Gainsville, 


Florida. 





both day and evening classes. 





train ro BEA LIBRARY AIDE 


The Community College of Temple University offers at its Cedar- 
brook Center a two-year curriculum in Library Technology with 


Courses are designed to train Library aides on a sub-professional 
level and the Degree of Associate in Arts will be awarded to grad- 
uates. For further information write or telephone: 


The Community College of 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 


Cheltenham Ave. and Sedgwick St. Phila. 19, Pa. Livingston 8-8100 























Books of the Year 
Pennsylvania, 1953 


Explore the past, meet the present in books. 


approval of science. 


Reading in bed has at last received the 


It is not harmful, neither is the company of a good book. 


ROSE DEMOREST 


Pennsylvania Room. Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 


Borneman, Henry S. 
Pennesylvania German Bookplates. 1953. 
Pennsylvania German Society. 

An artistic and useful contribution to 
the even popular subject of the Pennsyl- 
vania Germans. The illustrations are in 
color and the text is informative. 


Eagleson, Hodge M. 
Right Here in Squirrel Hill. 1953. Pitts- 
burgh. 
A good example of a local history, a 
combination of folk tale and fact, of an 
historic section of Pittsburgh. 


Guffey, Joseph F. 
Seventy Years on the Red Fire-wagon. 
1952. Privately printed. 

The personal and public life of a U. S. 
Senator from Pittsburgh, during a stormy 
period of political history of the New Deal 
and World War II. 


Mallison, Sam T. 
Michael L. Benedum, the Great Wild- 
catter. 1953. Privately printed. 


A biography of a noted oil producer of 
Pittsburgh who took chances in unknown 


fields. 


Pentz, Ross H., editor. 
Binn’s Justice. 1950. Bisel Company. 


Part I of a much needed revision of a 
standard law reference handbook. Includes 
procedure and jurisdiction of justices of 
the peace. Can be used to advantage by 
the layman. 


Pinkowski, Edward 
Washington’s Officers Slept Here. 1953. 
Philadelphia. 

Any study on Valley Forge is always wel- 
come. A new and interesting approach is 
found in this book as the story of men and 
houses are told. Well illustrated. 


Riley, Edward M. 

Independence. 1954. Philadelphia. 

A fully illustrated account of Indepen- 
dence Hall which is now a national park 
shrine. A worthy tribute to a notable 
place. 


7 


Schulz, William F., Jr. 
Conservation Law and Administration in 
Pennsylvania. 1953. Ronald Press. 

A fine contribution to the study of na- 
tural resources in the state and the or- 
ganized plan by various agencies for con- 
serving them. For the use of the advanced 
reader. 


Shiras, Winfield 
Justice George Shiras, Jr. of Pittsburgh. 
1953. Pittsburgh. 
A biographical and family history of a 
member of the U. S. Supreme Court from 
1892 to 1903. 


Stevens, Sylvester K. and others. 
Exploring Pennsylvania. 1953. Harcourt. 
An attractive publication with an excel- 

lent variety of subjects. Enhanced with 

numerous illustrations and maps. Useful 
for intermediate and adult readers. 


Thompson, Joseph M. 
Pennsylvania Pocketbook of State Gov- 
ernment. 1953-1954. State Colloge. 
A most useful handbook with names of 
state officials, election results, mewspapers, 
radio and television stations. 


Tolles, Frederick B. 
George Logan of Philadelphia. 
Oxford Press. 

The first full biography of a Quaker 
politician. He was a U. S. Senator, sent 
on an important mission to France and 
lived grandly at “Stenton” where he died 
in 1821. ; 


1953. 


Wallower, Lucille and others. 
Your Pennsylvania. 1953. Penns Valley. 
Short chapters on outstanding events 
and men aimed at juvenile reading. Use- 
ful for adults for its subject matter and 
charming illustrations. 


Wendell, Marjorie Potts and others. 
A History of Pottstown. 1953.  Potts- 
town. 
The history of any community deserves 
to be well recognized when it is 200 years 
old. This has been ably done in this book, 


in the writing as well as the illustrations. 





News 


Adaline Craft, librarian of the 
Citizens Free Library, Washington, 
writes: “Our Children’s Room was 
named the Stephen Foster Room by 
popular vote of the school children 
of Washington. 

“Last month our famous artist, 
Malcolm Parcell, presented us with 
an oil portait of Stephen Foster to 
be hung in the room. 

“We held a tea in connection 
with the presentation which was at- 
tended by Mrs. Ralph Melady, great 


granddaughter of Stephen Foster.” 





% * * % 


Mary M. Cromer, librarian of the 
C. C. Mellor Memorial Library, 
Edgewood, announced the presen- 
tation of a recent unusually beauti- 
ful addition to the library. This 
outstanding gift was the two volume 
Jennings-Avinoff “Wild Flowers of 
Pennsylvania and the Upper Ohio 
Basin,” given by the Edgewood Gar- 
den Club. The scientific data rep- 
resents years of research. The color 
illustrations, hand painted from 
each specimen, are the combined 
efforts of the perfectionist authors, 
well known in their respective fields. 


* * * * 


Wilkes-Barre was one of the li- 
braries in the United States to receive 
a Ford Foundation Fund for Adult 
Education grant. Awarded through 
the ALA, these grants were made 
to libraries which had submitted 
proposals for various types of pro- 
grams. The aim of each program 
was to stimulate and develop adult 
education services to young adult 
and adult community groups. The 
Wilkes-Barre award was $600 for 
TV discussions on “International 
Understanding.” 

A colorful announcement out- 
lined the program, “Visit the Far 
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Notes 
East via TV.” Six Wednesday half 


hours were planned for the 8-8:30 
p.m. spot, February 24-March 31. 
The Osterhout staff prepared an at- 
tractive folder of recent books on 
the Far East, “Strange Lands and 
Friendly People.” 

The programs were very success- 
ful and marked a significant con- 
tribution in this field by a Pennsyl- 
vania library. 


* * * * 


Hilda Reitzel has returned to the 
University of Pittsburgh as head 
of the reference department. Jane 
Culler has been promoted to the 
position of lending librarian. 


e *% * 


Mrs. Ralph H. (Helen R.) God- 
charles has resigned from the office 
of librarian of the Towanda Public 
Library, Towanda, to take effect 
July 1. 1954. Mrs. Godcharles has 
been librarian of the Towanda Li- 
brary for more than twenty yeers. 


* * * * 


The Harrisburg Public Library 
recently received valuable publicity 
through a volunteer project of the 
Harrisburg Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. The local interest was evi- 
denced by the numerous newspaper 
stories, photographs and a lead edi- 
torial. Part of the editorial is quoted 
below. 

“When several dozen members of 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
déscended on the Harrisburg Public 
Library on Saturday to give that fine 
institution its first paint job in seven 
years, they were demonstrating civic 
co-operation of which they and the 
city at large should be properly 
proud.... 

“This kind of heart-warming as- 
sistance to the public library is a 
fine thing to observe. The library 
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CC rN 


for many years has provided a serv- 
ice to the Greater Harrisburg com- 
munity too often unnoticed by the 
general public and has not always 
been accorded the financial aid 
necessary for its continuing main- 
tenance. 


“Insufficient appropriations for its 
continuance have made necessary 
an appeal to the public to come to 
the aid of the library, and it was in 
response to such an appeal that the 
Junior Chamber members volun- 
teered to provide the Saturday 
painting.” 


Daniel H. Healey, librarian, also 
interviewed the chairman of the 
project on the library’s regular Sun- 
day fifteen minute broadcast. A 
Iccal television station took. movies 
of the men at work and televised 
them on two evening newscasts. 


Mr. Healey says: “We feel that 
the project has been invaluable in 
focusing the attention of the com- 
munity on the financial plight of 
the library. The JAYCEES feel 
that the publicity, particularly the 
unsolicited editorial, has greatly en- 
hanced their prestige in Harrisburg. 
Over 225 manhours were involved 
in the work. All the paint and 
equipment was donated by local 
firms while professional supervision 
was furnished by the local unions.” 


* * * * 


The Soroptimist Club of Easton 
has donated $500.00 to the library 
for the purchase of a record player 
and the beginnings of a record col- 
lection. The Club intends to make 
further contributions each year for 
the next three years. The records 


will be lent for home listening. 


The library has arranged with the 
Easton Express to take over their 
“Ask the Express” column in order 
to promote the library reference 
services, 


a ae 
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Store TWICE as many books 2 
in your present floor space 
with STOR-MOR book drawers 


% These smooth-operating, space-saving 3 
drawers, spanning every other range aisle, 3 
now enable you to increase your present & 
book storage capacity by as much as § 
114%. Ames Stor-Mor Book Drawers are 3 
easily installed, using the uprights of # 
your present freestanding or multi-tier 2 
steel shelving, or by making complete & 
installation for new buildings. Drawers 
are adjustable and freely interchangeable § 
with regular shelves. 





















Our helpful illustrated folder will show you % 
* how compact storage using Stor-Mor Book § 
% Drawers can substantially increase your % 
storage space. Write for a copy today. 


W.R.AMES CO. 


Established 1910 
BOOKSTACK DIVISION 
150 Hooper Street, San Francisco 7, California 
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* Trade Mark 
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Representatives in Principal Cities 


FREESTANDING STEEL LIBRARY SHELVING » MULTI-TIER & 
R BOOKSTACK CONSTRUCTION » BOOKSTACK ACCESSORIES % 











The Graduate School of Library 
Service of Rutgers University has 
announced an Institute on County 
and Regional Library Service for 
June 7-11, 1954, in New Brunswick. 
The program has been planned by 
a group of librarians from six states 
in the region, including Ellsworth 
Brininger of Pennsylvania. 


Primary attention will be given in 
the Institute to practical, construc- 
tive means for improving county 
and regional libraries, from ques- 
tions of government and manage- 
ment to service out in rural areas. 
Formal presentations by experts 
from inside and outside the library 
profession will be followed by brief 
prepared statements by selected par- 
ticipants in the Institute and then 
by organized group discussion. 


Library Study 


Going on the assumption that the 
avowed educational 
the American public library can 
only be achieved if the library ac- 
quires the important and significant 
books as they are published, a list of 
the “good” and “notable” books 
published in the last twenty years 
has been prepared for checking with 
public library catalogs. The list, 





Rutgers Library School Institute 


The University fee for the Insti- 
tute is $15.00. Dormitory space is 
available for the week at $7.00, and 
meals will be available at moderate 
cost in the University Commons. 
Registration is open to individuals 
engaged in municipal, county or 
state library service who have an in- 
terest in problems of library exten- 
sion. Academic credit of one grad- 
uate point is available for individ- 
uals who meet the requirements for 
graduate standing at Rutgers and 
pass an examination on the Institute. 


For further information about reg- 
istration, programs and living ac- 
commodations, write to Dean Lo- 
well A. Martin, Graduate School of 
Library Service, Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick, N. J. 


Requests Help 


objectives of ° 


containing 1,209 fiction and nonfic- 
tion titles, will be sent, in duplicate, 
to any public library able to devote 
approximately six hours checking 
time to the job. The duplicate copy 
may be retained by the checking 
library. For copies of the List, write 
to: Professor LeRoy C. Merritt, 
School of Librarianship, University 
of California, Berkeley 4, California. 


Copy for the Summer issue 


of the PLA BULLETIN should 
reach the Editor by June | 
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ALA Conference 


With their theme, “Knowledge— 
A Free People’s Surest Strength,” 
more than 3500 librarians from all 
parts of America are expected to par- 
ticipate in the 73rd annual confer- 
ence of the American Library Asso- 
ciation to be held at the Twin Cities, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, June 20 to 26. 

ALA President Flora B. Luding- 
ton, Mt. Holyoke College Librarian, 
who will preside at the conference, 
pointed out the signifiance of the 
theme: 

“It is not generally disputed that 
knowledge is good and that its pos- 
session contributes to the happiness 
of men and the welfare of the state. 
The use of knowledge is not con- 
fined to the creative artist, the 
teacher or the productive scholar. 
It is needed alike by the statesman 
and legislator and the ordinary citi- 
zen as he enters the privacy of the 
voting booth. 

“Knowledge may not eliminate 
dangers and fears but it will help us 
to know how to deal with them. 
To remain free we as a people must 
continue to exercise the critical in- 
telligence required for citizenship. 
If we are to act like free men and 
women our thinking must be based 
on the long view which can be ours 
if we but study the records of the 
past as found in our libraries.” 

Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, Secre- 
tary, U. S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare; and Dr. 
James Lewis Morrill, President, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, will be the 
speakers at the first general session, 
Monday, June 21, at 8:30 p.m. At 
the second general session, Friday, 
June 25, at 8:30 p.m., the speaker 
will be Dr. Charles W. Mayo, Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, who is president 
of the American Association for 
United Nations. 

A pre-conference Library Build- 
ings Institute will be held in St. Paul 





June 19 and 20, jointly sponsored 
by the ALA Buildings Committee, 
ACRL Buildings Committee, AASL 
Planning School Library Quarters 
Committee, DLCYP Design and 
Equipment Committee, and the 
PLD Architecture Committee. 


PLA Membership 


Many librarians have recently come 
to Pennsylvania and i:ave not been 
introduced to the PLA. Will staff 
members as well as employers make 
it a part of their program to call at- 
tention to the state library organiza- 
tion. 

Elsewhere in this issue are listed 
the names of the Membership Com- 
mittee. It would be very helpful if 
each member would send to them 
the names of all new employees in 
their library. 
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District Organizations 


Where Spring Meeting dates have been established they are given below. 
Four County—Chairman, Joan Davey, Aliquippa Public Library, Aliquippa. 


Juniata-Conemaugh District—Chairman, Carl Hull, Johnstown Public Library, Johns- 
town. 


Lehigh Valley—Chairman, Ruth Martin, East Stroudsburg State Teachers College, East 
Stroudsburg (East Stroudsburg, May 7) 


Northeastern—Chairman, Mrs. Mary V. Fraley, Meyers High School, Wilkes-Barre 
(May 8) 


Northwestern—Chairman, Georgia Spinney, Warren Public Library, Warren (Bradford, 
May 1) 


Philadelphia—Chairman, Elinor Downs, Springfield Township Library, Springfield (Phila- 
delphia, February 17) 


South Central—Chairman, Mrs. Lillian L. Snyder, Hanover Public Library, Hanover 


Southwestern—Chairman, Mrs. John Daub, Mt. Lebanon Public Library, Mt. Lebanon 
(Greensburg, May 14) 


West Branch—Chairman, Marian Mauser, Bloomsburg Public Library, Bloomsburg 
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